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Abstract:  

At the end of his life, around 1637, Galileo Galilei dictated to his son the plans for one of the first 

drawings of a clock based on the idea of a pendulum. Probably based on Galileo’s idea, in 1656 

Christiaan Huygens invented the pendulum clock with the aim not only of measuring time but also of 

resolving the longstanding problem of how to determine longitude at sea.  

The pendulum clock was an application of the principle of isochronicity that Galileo discovered. By 

means of his pendulum clocks, Huygens discovered the phenomenon of synchronicity as he reports in 

1665 in his correspondence to Robert Moray, his contact person at the Royal Society.  

Huygens’ sophisticated instrument was not only important for its scientific and technical applications. 

During the 17th century the pendulum clock also became for many early modern philosophers a 

leading metaphor. First of all, it became a metaphor for the conception of nature as a whole and the 

body in particular. Secondly, it became an important metaphor for the understanding of the “relation” 

between mind and body.  

This special issue aims at exploring the relevance and importance of the pendulum and the pendulum 

clock for 17th century philosophy.  

Possible questions to be addressed may include:   

o The pendulum (clock) as a metaphor for single and complex bodies 

o The pendulum clock as a metaphor for nature as a whole  

o Pendulum clocks as metaphors for the Mind/Body “relation”  

o The concept of “sympathy” of pendulum clocks and its applications 

o Applications of the pendulum and the pendulum clock in medicine, technology and 

science.  



o The controversy between Huygens and Viviani about who invented the pendulum 

clock 

o The pendulum clock as a method for the determination of longitude at sea 

o The pendulum law as (one of) the first modern law(s) of physics?  

o The concept of isochronicity and its applications  

o The concept of synchronicity and its applications. 

 

Possible philosophers:  

Galileo, Chistiaan Huygens, Descartes, Viviani, Comenius, Hooke, Boyle, Spinoza, Leibniz, 

Malebranche, Guelinckx, , … 

 

Submission deadline:  

Please submit your paper to f.a.a.buyse@gmail.com before December 31, 2016. 

 

Guidelines:   

The manuscript should be prepared for blind peer review. To this end, all identifying elements should 

be deleted from it. The authors may cite their own work where necessary, as long as the language they 

use does not identify them as the authors (i.e., they should only refer to their work in 3rd person). The 

name and affiliation of the author(s), their position and current appointment (if different), together 

with the full address (including fax, telephone and email) of the author who is to check the proofs, 

will be included in a separate title page. 

The paper must contain an abstract, 4 to 8 keywords, and a separate heading for the conclusions 

section. The abstract should be a long, structured one of up to 200 words. It should not contain any 

undefined abbreviation or unspecified references. 

For detailed author’s instructions please consult the Society and Politics’ instructions for authors: 

http://socpol.uvvg.ro/index.php 

 

Information about the journal: (Cf.: http://socpol.uvvg.ro/ )   

Society and Politics is a journal devoted to the exploration of the interactions between the history of 

political thought and the history of ideas/intellectual history, focusing on the formation and 

development of the major concepts and intellectual trends that have shaped the modern and 

contemporary European Thought. 

This journal is evaluated by the National Council for Scientific Research in Higher Education 

(CNCSIS) Category B + code CNCSIS 834, CNCS Category B, and indexed in the following 

international databases: Central and Eastern European Online Library (CEEOL), Index Copernicus 

International Journals Master List, Directory of Open Access Journals (DOAJ), Ebsco Host, 

ProQuest, and Scopus/Elsevier. 
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